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with separate, lower standards. The 
bill fails to ensure that students suc-
ceed in the classroom or after gradua-
tion by gutting accountability stand-
ards. These are standards that help en-
sure that students graduate from high 
school, which we know is so intimately 
linked to economic success. 

b 1015 

This bill simply fails to provide our 
teachers and students with the re-
sources they so desperately need to 
succeed. 

It is time to go back to the drawing 
board. It is time to actually focus on 
providing students, schools, and teach-
ers the ability to be more successful 
with an ESEA that puts the focus 
where it belongs, on investing in edu-
cation. 

We need an ESEA that returns to its 
original purpose of fighting poverty 
and ensuring equity, one that holds 
States and districts accountable for 
providing equitable resources, one that 
includes a system of supportive inter-
ventions for struggling schools and stu-
dents, one that deals with the fact that 
two-thirds of the achievement gap is 
due to poverty—and does something 
about it—such as funding community 
schools, one that provides our teachers 
with the resources and support they 
need to help our young people succeed. 

We can do better, Mr. Speaker. We 
must do better. This is simply too im-
portant. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘no’’ on 
the so-called Student Success Act. 

f 

HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
HELEN KILROY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. WEBER) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WEBER of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
today, I rise to honor the memory of 
Helen Kilroy of Galveston County. 
Helen Kilroy was a woman of service 
who always put community and others 
first. 

In March of 1989, her son, Mark Kil-
roy—her and Jim’s son—disappeared 
during a spring break in Mexico. Unfor-
tunately, the Kilroy’s ultimately 
learned that their beloved son was 
murdered by a cult practicing human 
sacrifice. 

Losing a loved one, especially a son 
or daughter, can be debilitating; in-
stead, Helen and Jim Kilroy decided to 
channel their grief into action. The 
memory of their son was honored 
through their support of causes to help 
those in need. 

In 1995, the Kilroys founded the Mark 
Kilroy Foundation to support the Safe 
Communities Coalition. The coalition 
works to promote drug-free commu-
nities, violence prevention, and anger 
management. It also provides coun-
seling for at-risk children. 

Helen Kilroy’s selflessness did not 
stop at the creation of the Mark Kilroy 
Foundation. Helen was a foster parent 
to seven children and a district leader 

for the Bay Area Council Cub Scouts 
from 1976–1983. She was a Meals on 
Wheels volunteer. She was a Santa Fe 
Parks and Recreation Board member, a 
dedicated church Eucharistic minister, 
as well as a volunteer EMT and a para-
medic for Santa Fe, Texas, EMS. 

On December 22, 2014, Helen Kilroy 
lost her battle with ALS-Lou Gehrig’s 
disease. She died after fighting that 
long battle. She is survived by her hus-
band, Jim Kilroy; her son, Keith; her 
daughter-in-law; two grandchildren; 
three sisters; two brothers-in-law; nu-
merous cousins; nieces; and nephews. 

The many individuals helped by the 
Mark Kilroy Foundation and by her 
many service roles are a living legacy 
to her selfless nature. Helen’s impact 
on our community was unparalleled. It 
takes a strong person to take a family 
tragedy and turn it into a lasting influ-
ence on our community. Helen’s serv-
ant heart truly changed and even saved 
lives. 

Helen, you are missed. 
Jim, your beloved life is a legacy to 

the both of you. 
Helen, may you rest in peace. 
Jim and family, you all are in our 

prayers. 
f 

WE ARE ONCE AGAIN ON THE 
BRINK OF A SHUTDOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New Mexico (Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. BEN RAY LUJÁN of New Mexico. 
Mr. Speaker, we are only days away 
from a shutdown of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

When Republicans took control of 
the House and Senate, they pledged to 
avoid more government shutdowns. In-
stead, we have, sadly, learned that 
Speaker BOEHNER and Leader MITCH 
MCCONNELL went nearly 2 weeks—2 
weeks—without talking, and their fail-
ure to govern us has us, once again, on 
the brink of a shutdown. 

I have been shocked and disappointed 
to hear some of my Republican col-
leagues say that a shutdown of the De-
partment of Homeland Security would 
not be a serious issue and try to mini-
mize its impact on people, minimize its 
impact on workers, and even try to 
minimize its impact on America. 

In my home State of New Mexico, a 
border State, where we have many men 
and women who proudly serve our 
country as employees of the Border Pa-
trol, the TSA, and other agencies, get-
ting furloughed or working without a 
paycheck is a serious issue. 

If Republicans continue down this 
path, paychecks will stop, but rent and 
mortgages and utility bills for these 
workers will not. 

Time and again, House Republicans 
have failed to govern, moving only 
from one crisis to the next. Sadly, the 
failure to fund DHS is the latest manu-
factured crisis that will have a real im-
pact on working families in New Mex-
ico and across America while need-

lessly putting our national security at 
risk. 

It is time for congressional Repub-
licans to stop putting their political se-
curity ahead of national security and 
pass a clean bill. It is time for House 
Republicans to stop catering to the ex-
treme anti-immigration wing of their 
party that is willing to sacrifice our 
Nation’s security in order to attack 
DREAMers who are going to college 
and serving our great Nation. 

Mr. Speaker, the eyes of the Amer-
ican people are watching this Repub-
lican-led Congress, and so far, all they 
have seen is gridlock and dysfunction. 

Mr. Speaker, the United States Sen-
ate is moving forward to fund the De-
partment of Homeland Security. House 
Democrats are ready to support a clean 
bill. The only ones standing in the way 
of preventing a Department of Home-
land Security shutdown are House Re-
publicans. For our country’s sake, let 
us hope that changes. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent that the House bring up H.R. 861, 
the clean Department of Homeland Se-
curity funding bill that will keep the 
Department open so it can carry out 
its mission of keeping the American 
people safe. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 6, 2015, the House is in session sole-
ly for the purpose of conducting morn-
ing-hour debate. Therefore, that unani-
mous consent request cannot be enter-
tained. 

f 

AN EXAMPLE OF FISCAL 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. LOUDERMILK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. LOUDERMILK. Mr. Speaker, 
during our recess, I had the oppor-
tunity to attend Oakland Heights Bap-
tist Church in beautiful Cartersville, 
Georgia, as they celebrated a very spe-
cial occasion. 

While Oakland Heights is a promi-
nent church in our community, it 
would not be considered a large church 
in most metropolitan areas. The con-
gregation consists of mostly average, 
hardworking Americans who love God 
and their families and are eager to help 
a neighbor in times of need. 

Throughout the years, the church has 
been a beacon of hope to those seeking 
truth and a haven to those seeking 
help. As a body of Christian believers, 
Oakland Heights also believes that it 
has a responsibility to not only serve 
our community, but to be an example. 

Three years ago, the pastor and the 
congregation of Oakland Heights deter-
mined their responsibilities to God and 
the community included being good 
stewards; although they were burdened 
with over $1 million of debt, they had a 
vision of being debt free. 

They were determined to pay off 
their debt within 3 years without af-
fecting their core ministries to the 
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congregation or the community. It 
wasn’t easy. It took sacrifice; but, with 
determination, they stuck to their 
plan, lived within their means, and—in 
less than 3 years—made the final pay-
ment on their bank note. 

During the time they were elimi-
nating the debt, the church gave over a 
half a million dollars to local min-
istries, charities, and world missions. 
In less than 36 months, this relatively 
small congregation took on a moun-
tain: a mountain of debt. At the end of 
last week’s service, after hearing a ser-
mon about moving mountains, the con-
gregation celebrated as they burned 
their bank note. 

Today, I congratulate Pastor Joe 
McKaig and the congregation of Oak-
land Heights Baptist Church for 
achieving this significant goal and for 
being an example of fiscal responsi-
bility. 

Mr. Speaker, if a church with a mod-
est congregation in an average commu-
nity can pay off an overwhelming debt, 
I believe the most powerful and influ-
ential Nation on the Earth should be 
able to pay off its overwhelming debt; 
but, just as with this church, it starts 
with a vision, followed by a plan and a 
determination to achieve the goal. 

Mr. Speaker, I have a vision, a vision 
of a debt-free America. With a goal, a 
sound fiscal plan that includes living 
within our means while providing the 
constitutional services of our govern-
ment, we can achieve a debt-free Na-
tion. 

We owe it to our children to 1 day, 1 
day soon, write the final check to our 
creditors and burn America’s bank 
note to the world. 

f 

FILL UP YOUR PLATE 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MCGOVERN) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, in 
2013, I participated in my first 
‘‘Monte’s March’’ to raise money for 
the Food Bank of Western Massachu-
setts. Along with my friend local radio 
host Monte Bel Monte and several oth-
ers, we walked 26 miles in 1 day, from 
Northampton to Greenfield, Massachu-
setts. 

Along the way, we stopped at the 
Amherst Survival Center where low-in-
come people can go to receive food, 
clothing, medical advice, and a number 
of other services to help them through 
hard times. 

The executive director handed me a 
stack of paper plates. On the plates, 
people who used the Amherst Survival 
Center had written how hunger had im-
pacted their lives. 

Inspired by this simple yet powerful 
message, last Thursday, I launched 
#fillupyourplate on my Web site at 
mcgovern.house.gov. It is a place where 
people can tell me what SNAP, or food 
stamps, means to them or how hunger 
has impacted their lives. Responses are 
posted on my Web site to create a wall 
of virtual paper plates. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday, the House 
Agriculture Committee, which I am 
proud to serve on, held the first hear-
ing in its top-to-bottom review of the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program, or SNAP. 

SNAP is the Nation’s preeminent 
antihunger program that provides crit-
ical food assistance to more than 46 
million Americans. Last year, 16 mil-
lion children—or 1 in 5 American chil-
dren—relied on SNAP. Unfortunately, 
every indication is that Republicans 
will try to cut this critical safety net 
program yet again. 

Mr. Speaker, I fully support rigorous 
oversight of Federal programs, but we 
shouldn’t single SNAP out for aggres-
sive or unnecessary scrutiny. It al-
ready has one of the lowest error rates 
among all Federal programs, and CBO 
projections show that SNAP caseloads 
and spending are expected to fall as our 
economy continues to improve. 

One of the reasons why I started the 
#fillupyourplate campaign was to 
make sure that the voices of those who 
use SNAP, who are struggling to make 
ends meet, are heard in the discussions 
here in Washington. All too often, the 
real stories of those who are struggling 
get drowned out by false rhetoric and 
partisan talking points. 

Mr. Speaker, so far, I have received 
more than 100 virtual paper plates. I 
want to read just a few of the mes-
sages. 

From Michelle, she wrote: ‘‘SNAP 
means that many junior ranking mem-
bers’ families will not go hungry while 
their military spouses are away defend-
ing this Nation.’’ 

From Patricia: ‘‘I am a single mother 
of two. I currently work at Dunkin’ 
Donuts. If my SNAP benefits got cut, I 
would not be able to pay my rent be-
cause I would be spending all of my 
paychecks on food for my children. I 
lived in a homeless shelter for a year 
before coming to my apartment in Oc-
tober of 2014. 

‘‘If my SNAP benefits are cut, I will 
be back in a shelter. I do not plan on 
being on SNAP benefits forever. I 
would like to finish my degree and get 
a job that will support my household 
without any assistance, but for now, I 
need help.’’ 

From Cherise: ‘‘It means my children 
won’t go to bed hungry and can func-
tion better in school because they have 
food in their bellies. It also lets me buy 
more healthy and fresh foods I 
wouldn’t have access to if I had to pay 
out of pocket. I am grateful for this 
program. There is no joy in watching 
children struggle over something so 
easily prevented.’’ 

From Sabine: ‘‘SNAP to my family 
means I don’t have to choose between 
paying the lights or making sure I feed 
my son breakfast in the morning. Hav-
ing my SNAP benefits takes a huge 
load off my $243 take-home check from 
work a week. With SNAP, my son is 
guaranteed food in his tummy.’’ 

From David: ‘‘It meant my family 
was still able to eat while I was be-

tween jobs. My wife had to quit her job 
to stay home and take care of our spe-
cial-needs daughter. A month after the 
birth of our second daughter, I lost my 
job and went almost a year before find-
ing a job that paid enough to provide 
for our family. 

‘‘At one time, I was holding four 
part-time jobs at the same time. I 
never thought I would have to rely on 
government assistance but, now, don’t 
know how we would have gotten by 
without it.’’ 

b 1030 
Mr. Speaker, I am committed to 

making sure the voices of those who 
rely on SNAP are heard in the con-
versation here in Washington, and I am 
committed to end hunger now. 

I would remind my colleagues that 
those who are on SNAP are real people 
who have real families. They are facing 
difficult times that they hope will soon 
pass. Rather than cutting their food 
benefit or making them jump through 
more hoops, as some in this Chamber 
have advocated, we ought to support 
them. Too often, the focus of this Con-
gress is on ways to help the well-off be-
come even more well-off, but we must 
not forget those who are struggling. 
They are our constituents. They are 
our neighbors. They are our brothers 
and sisters. 

I encourage people to visit my Web 
site, www.mcgovern.house.gov, to 
share what SNAP means to them. 

f 

IN HONOR OF JOHN EDWARD BUSH 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Arkansas (Mr. HILL) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. HILL. Mr. Speaker, as we cele-
brate Black History Month, I rise in 
honor of an Arkansas son, John Edward 
Bush, whose entrepreneurial spirit and 
history of service to his community 
continue to inspire us to this day. 

John Edward Bush was born into 
slavery on November 14, 1856, orphaned 
at the age of 7, and freed from slavery 
at the end of the Civil War. When he 
had no permanent home or means to 
support himself, he worked odd jobs 
until, one day, he was taken to Capital 
Hill City School in Little Rock and 
forced to attend. He became a dedi-
cated student, working as a brick 
molder to pay for his education. In 
1876, he graduated with honors from 
Capital Hill City School in Little 
Rock, where he then served as prin-
cipal for 2 years. 

Mr. Bush served as the chairman of 
the Republican Party in Arkansas, but 
he is best known in Arkansas as the co-
founder of the Mosaic Templars of 
America in 1883. 

Together with Chester Keatts, Mr. 
Bush began the Mosaic Templars to aid 
African Americans who were being re-
fused insurance coverage for illness, 
death, and funeral costs by White in-
surers. The efforts of Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Keatts, in service to their community, 
brought economic security and ad-
vancement to a group that had been 
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